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June 10, 1993FCC - MAIL ROOM
Ms. Donna R Searcy, Secretary ....__ . .-"'~
Federal Communications Commission, Room 222
1919 M Street, N. W.
Washin8!on, D.C. 20554

Re: Request for Comments Regarding F<;;C 93-1 otice of Proposed Rulemaking
.addressing "channel loading" and digitcJ' mpression on ITFS

Dear Ms. Searcy:

The University of Colorado at Boulder has a long history with educational
broadcasting. We began with an experimental radio broadcasting station licensed in
1922. Seventy years later we are originating programming for several educational radio
and television stations and cablecasting to our community. We are also the licensee of an
8-channel ITFS system in the Boulder/Denver area.

Historically, the FCC has stated that the ITFS service was founded on the principle
that most systems "will require more than one channel so that teaching material in several
subjects may be transmitted simultaneously." In 1985 the FCC established a minimum
actual use of 20 hours of educational programming per channel per week, with an equal,
READILY RECAPTURABLE amount "preserved" for use at a later time.

I would like to file three su~gestionsfor the commissioners:

(1) In addition to the 80 hours a week that a 4-channel educator/licensee is
required to retain, the Commission should mandate a "Recapture Right" to 80 additional
hours per week at the times needed by the educator /licensee on any or all if its four
channels with a one-year advance notice to the wireless operator. If the need arises, an
ITFS licensee could simultaneously transmit its programming on all channels. Additional
recapture could be accomplished through negotiation with the wireless cable operator.

(2) The Commission should review any ITFS lease permitting channel loading to
ensure ready recapture of each of the three remaining channels.

(3) As digital compression develops, the Commission should assert a recapture
right for the educator/licensee on each new available compressed channel.

tfully submitted,
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Academic Media Services .
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